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Dyer’s Bay: 
Celebrating 
Five Fertile 
Years

Word From the 
Field

by Joe Crowley and Amelia Argue

spot a 
shrike, 
help 
save a 
species

•  e beeps €rom the hand-held receiver grew louder. ªShe must be close,º whispers Joe, as 

Amelia scans the ® eld with binoculars. ª• ere she is!º Perched at the top o€ a hawthorn 

tree about 2 km away €rom the release site, one o€ the newly released captive shrikes is 

making her way in the wild.

T his season marked a momentous year for the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike 

recovery program. In a joint collaboration between Wildlife Preservation 

Canada, Dr. Ryan Norris from the University of Guelph, and Dr. Bridget 

Stutchbury from York University, 19 captive-bred shrikes from the Carden area were 

equipped with small (1.4g) radio-transmitters. • ese devices emit a high-frequency 

€beepº that can be picked up by biologists using a special radio receiver and antenna. 

• e transmitters provide a unique opportunity to follow and observe the birds after 

they leave the ® eld breeding enclosures. Joe Crowley and Amelia Argue, graduates 

from the University of Guelph and experienced radio-trackers, were contracted to 

carry out this project and spent the summer tracking these birds by foot, by car, 

and even by plane! 

After release, the birds tended to remain near the release site for a couple weeks, and 

then dispersed to other suitable habitat in the Carden area. Two travelled to nearby 

Cameron Ranch, which was home to half of the wild breeding pairs in Carden this 

season.  By early- to mid-September the shrikes began their migration. • is study 

provided important new information about the habitat use, dispersal patterns, and 

survival rates of captive-bred shrikes in the wild.

Due to the success of this year's pilot study, a 

larger study is anticipated for next year, in which 

we can focus on determining migration routes, 

and maybe even track them to their overwinter-

ing areas!
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Field staff listen intently for the “beep” of a radio-
tagged shrike in the area.
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by Julie Stau• er

Shirley Teasdale clearly remembers the excitement 

when her husband spotted a shrike on Bill and 

Barb McNair's Bruce Peninsula farm half a dozen 

years ago. A lifelong birder, Ken Teasdale knew he was 

looking at a very rare species indeed.

He mentioned it to the McNairs, the McNairs did some 

research, and one thing led to another. As a result, 

in 2003 ten pairs of captive shrikes took up residency 

in their newly constructed summer quarters on the 

McNair's cattle farm. 

Five years after those ® rst captive shrikes arrived, we're 

seeing the results: a record number of young released this 

summer and the sighting of a breeding pair in the wild.

Impressive productivity

After a rocky start in 2003, when vaccinating the birds 

for West Nile Virus before the breeding season drasti-
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About the Project

In May of 2003, Wildlife Preservation Canada 
signed a Conservation Ag reement wi th Environ-
ment Canada - Ontario Region, making WPC 
responsible for coordinating and implementing 
the recovery action plan of the Eastern Logger-
head Shrike in Ontario.

For More Information

To learn more about the recovery action plan, 
email <info@shrike.ca> or visit <www .shrike.ca>. 
You can also contact Wildlife Preservation Canada 
toll-free at 1-800-956-6608 or via email at 
<admin@wildlifepreservation.ca> or by writ ing to 
RR#5, 5420 Highway 6 N., Guelph, ON  N1H 6J2.

Project Partners

Bird Studies Canada • Canadian Catt lemen’s 
Association • E nvironment Canada • C ouchich-
ing Conservancy• Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources • Toronto Zoo • Wildlife Preservation 
Canada • Over 250 Ontario Landown ers • 
Numerous Local Naturalist Groups • and more to 
come!

With so many young to deal with, volunteers helped build 
two new cages this year to help us better organize the 
releases. 

cally reduced their breeding behaviour, the program's 

success has improved in leaps and bounds.

Productivity at Dyer's Bay has considerably outpaced 

the Carden Plain site each year. • is past summer, all 

ten pairs bred successfully and seven double clutched. 

€ndeed, all ten pairs would have double clutched if there 

had been time. €n total, 53 young were released.

For shrike intern Lindsay Miller, who witnessed each 

stage of the breeding process - from the initial courtship 

behaviour to the hatching of each clutch and the young 
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shrikes' ® rst attempts to  ̄y and hunt - watching 

the birds go brought mixed feelings.

ªIt was like children going o•  to school or lea€-

ing home,º she recalls. 

Excitement in the wild

One of the highlights of the season was the sight 

of a shrike perched on top of a cage one morn-

ing. Miller's ® rst thought was that a capti€e bird 

had escaped, but a careful check pro€ed they 

were all present and accounted for. Later that 

morning, she spotted the telltale green leg band 

that re€ealed our mysterious €isitor was a capti€e 

release bird from 2006. 

We're not sure whether it managed to ® nd a mate. It 

always appeared alone, and sur€eys of local shrike habitat 

failed to turn up e€idence of a nest. 

Howe€er, later that summer a local ornithologist spotted 

three shrikes - at least one adult and a ju€enile - at 

nearby Crane Lake. Whether one of the parents was our 

2006 capti€e-bred bird or not, the news was huge: breed-

ing shrikes ha€en't been seen in the wild in Grey/Bruce 

counties since 2002.

Funding frustrations

•  e season was not without problems. €t the end of May 

(when the shrikes were already sitting on eggs) En€i-

ronment Canada announced that the reco€ery project 

wouldn't recei€e all the funding that had been promised. 

•  is left us scrambling for money to feed the birds, pay 

the o€er-wintering bills, and honour our sta•  contracts.  

It also con€inced us to impose a cut-o•  date for second 

nesting - a mo€e we were already considering because of 

lack of space at our wintering facilities and the concern 

that  ̄edglings born too late in the season might not ® nd 

enough food in the wild upon release to fuel their winter 

migration.  

E€entually we managed to secure $67,000, including 

$22,000 from the pro€incial go€ernment's Species at 

Risk Stewardship Fund, to co€er our costs for the rest of 

this year. •  at still lea€es a big question mark for 2008. 

Se€ere budget cuts to En€ironment Canada this fall ha€e 

put the future of the capti€e breeding program and other 

shrike reco€ery acti€ities in jeopardy. 

WPC Executi€e Director Elaine Williams is working 

hard to secure funding. ªWe'€e pro€ed the program is 

getting results, but it is still early days in terms of the 

impact in the wild,º she says. ªIf we want to take shrikes 

o•  the endangered species list, we need to keep breeding 

and releasing more birds.º 

Strong community support

•  at still left plenty to celebrate at the McNair's annual 

end-of-season feast. •  is year they hosted a ® sh fry that 

attracted more than 30 neighbours, local landowners, 

and WPC sta• . It's proof of strong support for our 

capti€e breeding program on the Bruce Peninsula - and 

from the McNairs in particular. 

ªWhat they'€e done is really wonderful,º says Shirley 

Teasdale. ªBill is a really responsible farmer. He's done a 

lot for the shrike program, and I think he really needs to 

be congratulated.º Hear, hear.



PAGE 4

home on the range 0112/ $ .()-&+!,*+()' #""%

W ild Population:  We saw an encouraging 
increase in the wild population this year, 
with 24 known pairs producing at least 87 

young.  Seven wild shrike pairs were found in Napanee 
and 6 of these  ̄edged at least 31 young.  •  is is the 
lowest nu€ber of pairs recorded in the area since recov-
ery work began but productivity and breeding success 
were higher than previous seasons.  Twelve pairs were 
found in Carden (up fro€  7 pairs in 2006), all success-
fully breeding and producing a € ini€ u€  of 51  ̄edg-
lings, which again is an increase in productivity over the 
last couple of years.  In addition, 1 pair with at least 
2  ̄edglings was con® r€ed in the Pe€broke area, but 
there were reliable reports of 3 breeding pairs in this area. 
•  ere was a reliable report of 3 shrikes (at least one adult 
with a juvenile) spotted in Dyer's Bay - exciting news, as 
there has not been a con® r€ed case of breeding in Grey-
Bruce counties since 2002.  More good news ca€e this 
fall when there was con® r€ ation of a pair having bred 
in S€ith Falls this year, raising at least 2 young.  It was 
previously thought that shrikes had disappeared fro€  
this area, € aking this a truly re€arkable discovery.

With the release nu€bers exceeding 100 in 2006, sta•  
anxiously awaited the results of their e• orts this year and 
they weren't disappointed‚  Five shrikes released in 2006 
were spotted along € igration routes and on breeding 
grounds this year - a huge € ilestone for the progra€.   
One of these was seen in Ohio in March, € aking it the 
® rst band recovery outside of Canada for the progra€.  
Two were € ales that successfully bred with wild fe€ales 
in Carden, producing at least 7  ̄edglings.  •  e re€ain-
ing two were single birds seen in Carden, and around 
the ® eld breeding enclosures in Dyer's Bay. •  e return 
of 4 release birds to the breeding grounds represents a 
3.6% juvenile return rate, which is co€ parable to that 

by Jessica Steiner

seen in other s€all € igratory songbirds - a testa€ent to 
the ® tness of our release birds.

Field Breeding and Release:  •  e captive popula-
tion was also productive this year.  Field sta•  
cared for 23 pairs at our Carden and Dyer's Bay 

® eld breeding sites.  In Carden, 9 of 13 pairs successfully 
bred and in Dyer's Bay, all 10 pairs were successful.  •  is 
year, one of 6 pairs kept back at our Ingersoll facilit y 
 ̄edged young, and these were released in Carden. Five 
additional pairs at the Toronto Zoo did not produce any 
young this year.  Six young were considered genetically 
i€ portant and were retained for the captive population. 
In total 94 young were released in Ontario this year over 
July and August which is slightly down fro€  2006.  Due 
to funding constraints, we were unfortunately forced to 
li€ it breeding to so€e extent this year, so€ething we 
were loathe to do as it is contrary to the goals of the 
progra€.   If we had not been forced to take this action, 
we anticipated surpassing last year's release nu€bers. 

Once again, this season would not have been possible 
without all the hard work of our dedicated ® eld interns, 
volunteers and local landowners. •  eir ongoing passion 
and co€€ it€ent € ake these i€ portant € ilestones all 
the € ore reason to celebrate‚
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BREEDING HOPE

The newest shrike DVD is now  available.  “Breed-
ing Hope” examines the eastern loggerhead shrike 
field breeding and release program and the valu-
able contributions made by local landow ners and 
other partners to this effort .

For your free copy,  please phon e 1-800-956-6608 
or email admin@wildlifepreservation.ca.


