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Follow that 
Masked Bird

A Word from 
the Field

News and 
Notes

by Julie Stau• e€

spot a 
sh€ike, 
help 
save a 
species

W ith its few trees and  ̄at open ® elds, the Napanee Plain provides not only 

ideal habitat for Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes, but also a perfect site for 

generating energy from the sun.

When SunEdison Canada and Skypower Corp. originally announced plans for a 

19-megawatt array of solar panels in Lennox & Addington County - enough to supply 

electricity for 2,000 homes each year  - it was not clear that the intended land slated 

for the project had been home to nesting shrikes in the past.  

Since then, says Wildlife Preservation Canada Executive Director Elaine Williams, 

both companies have bent over backwards to accommodate the endangered birds. 

For the past six months, WPC has been working closely with the companies and the 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources to map out key territory for protection and 

enhance  shrike habitat throughout the site.

Williams calls the process an important test of the new provincial Endangered Species 

Act, which o• ers more  ̄exibility for businesses and landowners with species at risk on 

their property. €n the past, Ministry o•  cials enforced an arbitrary ‚00-metre ªdonutº 

of protection around nest trees.

As a result of the solar park negotiations, the Ministry recently approved Phase €, 

relocated to the southern end of the 300-acre property, away from nesting areas. Now 

discussions are underway on how best to protect shrikes in Phase €€.

ª€'m optimistic that we can create solutions 

that meet the needs of everyone - including 

the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike,º says Wil-

liams. ª€f we're successful, the First Light 

project will become a model for responsible 

development.º 
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Thanks to habitat protection measures, the 
First Light solar park promises to be a good 
news story for both renewable energy and 
endangered shrikes.
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T his year marked the continuation of a radio-

telemetry study on captive-bred eastern log-

gerhead shrikes, ® rst piloted in 2007.  • is 

pro€ect is part of a €oint e• ort bet‚een Wildlife Preser-

vation Canada, Dr. Ryan Norris at the University of 

Guelph and Dr. Bridget Stutchbury from York Univer-

sity.  T‚o experienced telemetry sta• , Tara Imlay and 

David Andre‚s, ‚ere hired to track the birds.  • is year 

20 €uvenile shrikes from the captive breeding program 

‚ere equipped ‚ith a small (1.4 g) radio-transmitter 

and released from the Carden ® eld breeding site.  • e 

transmitters emit a signal that is received by a special 

antenna and receiver.  • e signal is heard as a series of 

high-pitched beeps that increase in volume as distance to 

the shrike decreases.  Using di• erent antennas the birds 

can be tracked by foot, car and even plane.

Similarly to 2007, shrikes remained close to the ® eld 

breeding enclosures after being released.  • ey then dis-

persed to nearby habitat patches ‚here they typically 

stayed for several days.  One of these birds traveled to 

Cameron Ranch, home to many of the ‚ild shrikes in 

Carden.  • e other birds ‚ere often found in pastures 

‚it h grazing cattle.  Around mid-August shrikes began 

to migrate, ‚ith most birds leaving at the end of August 

or beginning of September; the last bird left on Septem-

ber 22.  Shrikes ‚ere tracked to stopover sites during 

migration and ‚ere found south of Carden Plain near 

Beaverton, along the south edge of Lake Simcoe, south 

of Kirk® eld, near Cambray and Victoria Corners.  One 

bird ‚as even located as far south as Hamilton!  Valuable 

information ‚as also collected on the survival of the 

released birds.

Even ‚it h frequent  ̄ights over southern Ontario, cur-

rent radiotelemetry techniques may be insuƒ  cient for 
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About the Project                                                      
Since March 2003 Wildlife Preservation Canada has been 
responsible for coordinating and implementing the recovery 
action plan of the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike in Ontario.

For More Information                                                   
To learn more about the recovery action plan, email 
<info@shrike.ca> or visit <www .shrike.ca>. You can also con-
tact Wildlife Preservation Canada toll-free at 1-800-956-6608 
or via email at <admin@wildlifepreservation.ca> or by writ-
ing to RR#5, 5420 Highw ay 6 N., Guelph, ON  N1H 6J2.

Project Partners                                                           
Bird Studies Canada • Canadian Catt lemen’s Association 
• E nvironment Canada • Na ture Conservancy Canada • 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources • Toronto Zoo • Wild-
life Preservation Canada • Over 250 Ontario Landown ers • 
Numerous Local Naturalist Groups • and more to come!

closely tracking shrikes along their migration routes - 

they €ust seem to move too quickly over great distances!  

• i s ‚inter ‚e ‚ill be testing a ne‚ technology on our 

captive birds: geolocators.  By continuously measuring 

light levels, geolocators can determine the timing and 

routes of migration and location of ‚intering grounds - 

IF birds can be recaptured.  With 8 release birds return-

ing to breeding grounds this season, and release numbers 

consistently over 100, this is a de® nite possibility!  Stay 

tuned!  

by David Andrews and Tara Imlay

David Andrews tracking shrike. Tara Imlay
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by Jessica Steiner

Another successful season for shrike recovery in 

Ontario! We saw an increase in wild pairs and 

more than 100 juvenile shrikes were released 

from the ® eld breeding program. Of great signi® cance 

was the return to nesting grounds of 8 captive-born 

birds, including two released in 2006. •  is is the ® rst 

time birds have returned to breed in consecutive years. 

•  e 200€ juvenile return rate, at 6.4%, is higher than 

that reported for wild juvenile migratory shrikes. Almost 

a quarter of wild pairs con® rmed in Ontario contained a 

released bird - solid evidence that the ® eld breeding and 

release techniques are working.

Wild Population:  With 27 pairs con® rmed, the Ontario 

wild population was at it's largest in the last four years. 

Overall productivity was comparable to previous years 

with at least 79  ̄edged young.  Nine pairs were observed 

in Napanee (up from 7, an all time low last season) 

- six successfully nested, producing a minimum of 27 

young.  In Carden, 16 pairs were con® rmed (up from 12 

in 2007) and 13 of these successfully bred and ¯ edged 

at least 49 young. Single pairs of shrikes were con® rmed 

in the historic breeding areas of Renfrew and Smith Falls 

and a single bird released in 2007 was con® rmed near 

® eld breeding enclosures in Dyer's Bay.

An e• ort was made to trap all wild adults this year. 

Banding has occurred since 1999 but many birds have 

lost their coloured bands, making ® eld identi® cation 

nearly impossible. Important information was being lost. 

€ ost adults were caught, providing insights into the 

composition of the breeding population. We also found 

that some of our returning release birds had lost their 

characteristic dark green bands, suggesting that return 

rates may have been previously underestimated.

Field Breeding and Release:  •  e ® eld breeding program 
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maintained it's momentum this year with another pro-

ductive season which resulted in 103 juvenile shrikes 

being released to the wild.  Field sta•  cared for 24 pairs.  

In Dyer's Bay, 9 of 11 pairs successfully bred and in 

Carden, 9 of 13 pairs were successful. Five pairs kept 

back at our Ingersoll facility  ̄edged young and these 

were taken to Dyer's Bay for release. Fifteen high prior-

ity young were retained and will be joining our adult 

birds this winter at the Toronto Zoo, our Ingersoll facil-

ity or our new partner, African Lion Safari, for future 

participation in our breeding e• orts.

•  is year, the captive breeding and release program was 

independently reviewed and compared to six other pro-

grams. Findings were highly favourable, suggesting the 

program would ultimately provide a model for future 

recovery programs for migratory songbirds. •  e explicit 

recommendation was that the captive breeding and 

release program continue for a minimum of an addi-

tional three years. 

We are forever grateful for the ongoing dedication and 

enthusiasm of ® eld interns, volunteers and local land-

owners. Without their support and involvement, these 

recovery activities would not be possible.
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Shrike Celebration Dinners  •  e €lose of the 2008 
breeding season was €elebrated with our annual land-
owner appre€iation dinners in Grey-Bru€e, Carden and 
Napanee.  A total of over 200 people attended the din-
ners in€luding more than 30 landowners who have not 
previously been involved in the shrike re€overy program.  
In Carden and Grey-Bru€e a tour of the €aptive breeding 
fa€ilit y was o• ered before the dinner to reveal the behind 
the s€enes of the program, whi€h in€luded a €han€e 
sighting of wild shrikes at the Carden site.  At the 
Napanee and Carden dinners four landowners be€ame 
new members of the ‚500 €lubº as this was the ® rst 
year shrikes were found to be nesting on their properties.  
Two original shrike prints were gra€iously donated by 
lo€al nature photographer Larry Kirtley and raƒ  ed at the 
dinners to raise funds for the program.  In a surprise turn 
of events at the Carden dinner, David „ omer, president 
of the Carden Field Naturalists, presented WPC with an 
original wood €arving of a shrike in re€ognition of our 
re€overy e• orts in the area.

Volunteer Contributions   On€e again WPC was 
extremely fortunate to have support from numerous vol-
unteers throughout the season.  In Dyer's Bay volunteers 
€ame out to help furnish the €ages in preparation for 
the birds' arrival - adding per€hes, installing €over and 
making the €ages inviting homes for the shrikes.  Two 
dedi€ated volunteers also assisted with the feeding and 
monitoring routine on€e a week over the entire season.  
In Napanee and the surrounding area a large volunteer 
survey e• ort was €oordinated by lo€al biologist Kurt 
„ ennige.  Twenty-two volunteers surveyed a total of 212 
sites in Napanee, Smith Falls and Pembroke, dedi€ating 
over 77 hours to the program.

Carden Site Improvements  •  is fall the Carden ® eld 
breeding site re€eived a fa€elift with the €onstru€tion of a 
new feed shed and height extensions on the 3 remaining 
8ft €ages.  •  e new feed shed boasts windows and a 

by Zoe Lebrun-Southcott

sink - washing shrike dishes in the rain will be a thing 
of the past for ® eld sta• !  Pete and Sue Read lead the 
e• ort, €onstru€ting all of the €age panels and building 
the shed.  We were also lu€ky enough to have a €rew of 
volunteers €ome out on two separate o€€asions to assist 
with dismantling €age roofs and installing the new panels 
to raise the height of the €ages to 10 feet (whi€h seems 
to de€rease stress and in€rease produ€tivity in breeding 
pairs).  A huge thanks goes out to all who helped out!

New Partnerships With our €aptive population expand-
ing we were in desperate need of new spa€e to over-
winter birds this year.  Lu€kily the Afri€an Lion Safari 
agreed to €are for 4 shrikes this winter and with renova-
tions next summer may be able to house up to 16 shrikes 
next winter.  

In addition, two €aptive shrikes will ® nd their new home 
at the Bronx Zoo later this winter and will be on display 
to the publi€, providing an opportunity for in€reased 
publi€ edu€ation and awareness.

•  is season WPC also formed a new partnership with 
Bru€e Peninsula National Park (BPNP) who provided 
the Dyer's Bay ® eld sta•  with a€€ommodation for the 
entire ® eld season - free of €harge.  In the future, BPNP 
sta•  also hope to be able to €ontribute to the volunteer 
survey e• ort in the Grey-Bru€e area.
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Constructing outdoor aviaries. Zoe Lebrun-Southcott


