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2008 was another
successful year for
Eastern Loggerhead
Shrike recovery in
Ontario.

e saw an increase in wild pop-
ulation numbers relative to
that seen in the last few years
and more than 100 juvenile shrikes were
released from the field breeding pro-
gram. Of great significance was the

return to nesting grounds ol eight birds
previously released, including two from
2006. This is the first time the program
has seen these birds return to breed in
consecutive years and attests to the fit-
ness of field propagated young and the
valuable contribution of augmenting
wild numbers. The juvenile return rate of
release birds this year, at 6.4%, is many
times higher than that reported for wild
juvenile migratory shrikes. Almost a
quarter of wild pairs confirmed in
Ontario contained a released bird which
is solid evidence that the field breeding
and release techniques are working.

Wild Population

With 27 pairs confirmed in the province,
the wild population was at its largest in
the last four years. Although the relative-
ly wet and cool breeding season likely
had some negative impact on nesting,
overall productivity was comparable to
previous years with at least 79 young
fledging in Ontario, compared to 21
pairs with 85 {ledged young in 2007.

In the Carden Alvar core area, 16
pairs were confirmed and 13 of these
successfully bred and fledged at least 49
young, including two or more successful
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